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profoonder moral that for this reason it was all the more
important to treat it as an opinion which could only be
beaten out of the field, by creating a public opinion which
would prefer something else. On this reasoning the excesses
of the Revolution were an argument against making war upon
It, for the more unattractive its ideas the less was the danger
of moral contagion. Burke thought those very excesses an
argument for war. The best comment on Fox's belief was
the readiness with which the English nation accepted out
of sheer horror the iniquitous oppression Pitt and Dundas
instituted in England and Scotland. No sword could avert
the ideas of the Revolution from England half as successfully
as the reflected glare of the red skies of Paris.
In the panic of 1793, men traced all the anarchy of
France to the first concessions made by the king, and they
argued that, to protect civilisation, its champions must stop
all reform, and attack with carbine and bludgeon the ideas
that spread confusion. Fox argued that the true protection
was to be found in competing with those ideas for popular
allegiance. He saw, that is, in the Revolution, a reason for
granting, not for withholding reforms just because he saw
that if the Revolution made a universal appeal, the rulers of
Europe must give their peoples a civilisation that they cared
to preserve, more precious in their eyes than all the pros-
pects the Revolution offered. To make war upon the
Revolution was not to convince men that its ideas were illu-
sory, to redress their grievances was to convince them that
their own laws were worth preserving. If the Revolution
was evil, it was to be kept from other countries by op-
posing to it the spiritual energies of a free people inter-
ested in maintaining a civilisation they were proud to call
their own. If it was attractive it was important to teach
the nation that peoples had as much reason as their rulers
to dread it. Napoleon's profligate ambition which attacked
the things which the people of Spain prized, and not only
their rulers, ultimately raised up against his military
aggression the very barrier which Fox saw rightly to be